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December 2023 
The Environmental Protection Agency 
Federal Lead and Copper Rule (LCR)
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Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

There are no safe levels of lead

For many years, the EPA has passed laws to address 
lead in gasoline, paints and other products 
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Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

In 1991, EPA published the first LCR to minimize lead and 
copper in drinking water.

Since then, the rule has been revised several times.

The latest revision was in December 2023 with the Lead and 
Copper Rule Improvements.
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Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

Lead is not naturally found in water

Lead that is found in water comes from pipes, 
faucets and fixtures 

In 1986, Congress banned the use of lead pipes

In 1987, Oklahoma adopted this ban
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Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

1. Identifying areas most impacted

2. Strengthening drinking water treatment  requirements

3. Replacing lead service lines (not found in Broken Arrow)

4. Increasing sampling reliability

5. Protecting children in schools

6. Improved public communications of results

KEY PROVISIONS:
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Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

Identifying areas most impacted

Develop a service line inventory by October 16, 2024
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Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

Basis for BA Lead Service Line Inventory

• BA currently has 41,000 water accounts

• Service Lines installed after Oklahoma adopted the lead ban 
in 1987 are assumed to be lead free

• All service lines installed before 1988 have been inspected 
at the meter box (City and Customer)

• This inventory must be published by October 16, 2024
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Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

Develop a service line inventory
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Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

Strengthening treatment  requirements

• Flint, Michigan began because there was no corrosion 
control

• BA corrosion control by adjusting the pH

• BA required corrosion study submitted and approved by 
ODEQ
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Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

Replacing Lead Service Lines

• To date, we have not found any lead service lines in Broken 
Arrow.

• If found, it is not clear as to who will pay (about $4,000 
each)
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Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

Increasing sampling reliability

• Number of sites has increase from 30 last year to 50 this 
year.   This number may increase to 100.

• Samples are collected by the homeowner from inside their 
home.

• Public will likely request additional samples from their 
homes, businesses, schools, etc.  
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Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

Protecting children in schools

Sampling required at schools and childcare facilities served by the system – 20% 

per year.   BA has about 63.  Atherton Elementary has been done by ODEQ.

Must provide the results and information to:

• The school or child care facility, and 

• ODEQ and local or state health department

• Excludes facilities built after January 1, 2014

• Currently, no timeline for completing this testing



17BROKEN ARROW UTILITIES DEPARTMENT

Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

1. Identifying areas most impacted

2. Strengthening drinking water treatment  requirements

3. Replacing lead service lines (not found in Broken Arrow)

4. Increasing sampling reliability

5. Protecting children in schools

6. Improved public communications of results



18BROKEN ARROW UTILITIES DEPARTMENT

Lead and Copper Rule  (LCR)

Improved public communications of results
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Lead and Copper Rule Improvements  (LCRI)

 Achieving 100% lead pipe replacement within 10 years. 

This means the replacement deadline will be October 16, 

2034 at the latest, given that the rule will go into 

effect by October 16, 2024.

 Locating legacy lead pipes. Doing this should be 

achieved by the lead service line inventory requirement 

in the LCRR—but in case water systems need an incentive, 

this requirement is also part of the new LCRI.

 Improving tap sampling. The LCRI proposes key updates to 

improve tap sampling for lead contamination, including 

the requirement to “collect first liter and fifth liter 

samples at sites with lead service lines and use the 

higher of the two values when determining compliance 

with the rule.”

 Lowering the lead action level. The LCRI proposes 

lowering the lead action level from 15 µg/L to 10 µg/L. 

The lead action level refers to the level at which a 

water system must “inform the public and take action to 

reduce lead exposure.”

 Strengthening protections to reduce exposure. Where 

several lead action level averages are recorded, water 

systems will have to: 1) Distribute certified lead 
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QUESTIONS?


